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refused to recognize the republic and had seized English mer-
chantmen in the Mediterranean. The exclusion of French
wines, and reprisals on French shipping, produced an unofficial
war at sea, and the outbreak of general hostilities seemed so
near that a French agent reported in the autumn of 1650 that
if a man wanted to bet he could wager large sums that by
spring England would have an army in France.1 Relations
never got so bad that there was fighting on land, but Blake
dispersed a French fleet sailing to relieve Dunkirk, and thus
helped to ensure the surrender of that port to the Spanish forces
(September 1652).
For the next two years the Dutch war served as an exercise
for English martial strength, but Cromwell sent trusted agents
to report on the numbers of the rebels in France in case a
favourable opportunity should arrive of delivering a blow for
the Huguenots, whose unprotected state he attributed to their
betrayal by Charles I.2 Obviously the first step to take before
openly attacking France was to come to terms with Spain,
already at war with her for two decades. During 1654 an
Anglo-Spanish alliance seemed probable, but was never made,
for Spain had little to offer in money towards the expenses of
an English expedition to France and was unwilling to yield the
only two concessions that might have sufficed instead—tolera-
tion for Englishmen in Spain and liberty for them to trade
with the Spanish-American colonies. Rather than give way on
these points, Spain preferred not only to forgo the alliance but
even to brave English hostility.
Spain's refusal decided Cromwell, who for some time had
been turning over in his mind the idea of a raid on the Spanish
colonies, after the Elizabethan fashion. He had commended
such a project to his council, on the grounds that the Spanish
had 'denied you commerce unlesse you be of theire religion'
(which was not literally true); that God had called them to
work his will in the world at large as well as at home; and that
the conclusion of the Dutch war left them with a large fleet on
their hands, so that equipping the expedition would cost little
more than paying off the ships and laying them up.3 In the
instructions to the commanders of the fleet, the raid is justified
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